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SEfrom a Roman tragedy. A wall painting in Pompeii of the first century

AD. Or earliar . ‘ W A s
Or earlier. From Dieterich, Pulcinella (1897).
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A bas-relief allegedly showing a scene from a Roman com-
edy. From Dorpfeld, Griechische Theater (1896).
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FIG. 3.17

'trhv.vo Roman comic actors. Bronze figures on the cover of a

4 ird century B.C. box or chest found at Praeneste, near
ome. Courtesy British Museum.
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FIG. 3.19
Masks for Terence’s Andria. From a ninth century
manuscript now in the Vatican. Courtesy Biblioteca

Vaticana.
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FIG. 3.9

Dossenus of th

que actor of . »-Roman bronze

in southern Italy. een dated 300-100 B.C. Courtesy
Metropolitan Museum of Art, Rogers Fund, 1912.
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FIG. 3.18

Female mime performer or dancer. In her hands s
clappers and on her left foot she wears a footclapy
are attached to her cap, skirt, and ankle. Bronze st
late second century A.D. Courtesy Art Museum, P
University.
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FIG. 3.24

Eastern mimes of the eleventh century. Fresco in St. Sophia in Kiev (Russia).
Redrawn and published in Sapeski Emperatorskago Archaeologishago Obsh-
chestva, n.s. 3 (1903).
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Figure 11-14. Roman Entertainments of the Empire. Competing with mime

and pantomime for public favor were large sea battles, staged in specially con-

structed spaces. Condemned criminals often participated, and thousands might die
in a single battle, watched and applauded by the assembled audience. visible at
the top of this imaginative reconstruction.
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Figure 11-15. Roman Entertainments of the Empire. Horse races. chariot
races, and shows were held in circuses like the one shown in this imaginative

reconstruction.
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FIG. 3.13

The theatre at Orange (at left front). Note the elaborate forecourt adjoining
the stage house. Note also that the theatre is built into a hillside and takes
advantage of it for some entrances. Beyond the theatre is the circus. From
Caristie, Monuments Antiques & Orange (1856). Courtesy Boston Public Library.
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FIG. 3.14

Reconstruction of the Roman theatre at Ostia, built be-
tween 30 and 12 B.C. and remodeled c. 200 A.D. From
d’'Espouy, Fragments d’Architecture Antique, 2 (1902).
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orchestra, the large stage area, and the stage house at the back, with its ornatef

niches for statues and other adornments. (Giraudon/Art Resource)



Sabratha (Libya). Roman theatre built in the Imperial age. The
scaenae frons has three rows of columns
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